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1. GENERAL DATA
1.1 The Promoter and the premises of the competition
The design competition promoter is the City Hall of Cluj-Napoca, which is the administrator of the objective and the owner of the areas which will be subject to investment, and which will become the beneficiary of the project contracted as a result of this contest.
The organizer of the contest is The Romanian Chamber of Architects through the Transylvanian Territorial Branch, in partnership with The Romanian Chamber of Architects.

The meaning of this contest derives from the need to reconsider the presence of River Someşul Mic in the future development of the city as a result of insufficient recognition of the present uses of the river’s potential for the city, its inhabitants and visitors. 
The River Someşul Mic covers a route of about 15 km through the built-up area of Cluj Napoca, crossing the city from West to East. It is one of the defining landscaping elements for the profile and personality of the city, next to the “Cetățuia” Hill (with its extension through Lombului Hill) and the assembly of the Parks („Rozelor”, „Iuliu Hațieganu”, “Simion Bărnuțiu”, „Feroviarilor”, „Armatura”- name on Google maps). The historical city, both the Roman and the medieval one, developed in close proximity to the river, the fortified enclosure being located on a promontory on the northern shore of the river Someşul Mic. Over time, the urban development led to the gradual incorporation of the river in the city network, thus establishing different relationships between the river and its banks and the city with its structure and its life.
Throughout its entire history, Someşul Mic was a river of unpredictable behavior, with sudden changes and dramatic flow. By the end of the nineteenth century, the major stream bed of the river was very wide and swampy, and the minor riverbed always found another route within its limits. As a result, the people of Cluj did not see a friend in the river, but rather an uncomfortable neighbor, this is the reason which made the city’s approach of the river to be cautious and hesitant. 
This river is not used at present at its real potential and almost none of the benefits that a watercourse brings to the life of a modern city is valued. On wide parts of its course this state is known among the locals through the phrase: “the city turned its back on the river”.
Therefore, in recent years, the “the city facing the river” has become one of the main concerns of the Municipality and the entire community of Cluj. The River has become the favorite subject of many studies, analyzes, specific projects and temporary interventions made both by the specialists in urban development (planners, architects, landscape architects, hydrologists, biologists, sociologists, anthropologists, geologists, surveyors etc.) and students, cultural workers and citizens of the city. All these have resulted in different inventive approaches to the relationship of the city with the river and aimed at bringing into focus the current Someş and its transformation into the Someş of the future. 
1.2 General purpose
The specific complexity implied by the relationship of the city with the “Someş of the future” in a long-term perspective determined the initiation to organize this competition aimed at valuing the benefits that this river brings to the city by conceptual reshaping of the waterfront, highlighting its landscape and ecological value and, at the same time, identifying the vocation of this natural city axis to transform the public spaces which it crosses by developing specific functions in the neighborhood of the watercourse.
Following this contest, the promoter will contract the development of PIDU Someşul Mic and complete design services for the two areas proposed for detailing (v.2.1.3) with the winning team. 
1.3 Architectural challenge
The competition encourages creativity, whilst supporting urban, landscape, architectural, hydrological and sociological research for the purpose of an integrated urban remodeling concept, which would bring novelty, attractiveness and appropriate functionality, sensitivity and respect for the existing items, both landscape and historical, to the relationship of the city with the river. 
For the general study area, the competitors are asked to meet the need of the promoter to have a complex, multidisciplinary instrument, which will be the basis for the future urban development (zonal and detail). This instrument should be complementary to the current PUG (Urban General Plan), and could even overwrite certain provisions defined by it, provided that they are well motivated by the solution. 
To complement this overall view, the competitors are invited to submit detailed proposals for urban function and ambiance for a few of the areas of the bank owned by the Municipality (described in chapter 2.1.3), as well as design typologies for the river banks on the sections showing continuity, proposals that can be implemented. 
Participants are thus invited to align the city-river relationship to the urban contemporary thinking, proving that they can bring the river back to the active life of the city, re-discussing thoroughly the contact with the water.
2. COMPETITION BRIEF
2.1 General study area - description of the existing situation
2.1.1 River: route within the built-up area 
Someşul Mic is the river that crosses the city of Cluj. The entire Someş Tisa basin represents a specific geographic and cultural area, highlighted ethnographically by traditions, costumes, folklore, etc.   
“The river system of Someş, studied in relation to the Carpathian Mountains, is part of the western rivers group, it is directly tributary to Tisa, on the left, and drains a large part of the waters of the northwestern part of the country. The Someş system is formed from two main tributaries, Someşul Mare and Someşul Mic. Someşul Mic gathers its waters through some rich tributaries from Apuseni Mountains and through some tributaries with reduced discharge from Someşan Plateau and Transilvania Plain, although two thirds of the basin is developing in these two units. Someşul Mic itself is formed upstream from Gilău, from the confluence of Someșul Cald that springs from the eastern slope of the Piatra Arsă ridge from the central massif of Bihor, with Someșul Rece that springs from Runcului top, from Balomiresei crest. 
[image: image3.jpg]680000

600000

300000

A.B.A. SOMES-TISA

Zone cu risc potential semnificativ la inundagii

Legenda

I Zone curisc potential semnificativ la inundatii

— Rauri principale
Rauri secundare

Orase

Judete

Limitd A.B.A.
= Granita de stat

300000

350000

250000

400000

400000

450000

450000

500000

siona
ey

500000

680000

600000




Someș-Tisa basin map with the significant flood risk areas
Someșul Mic through its tributaries Someșul Cald, Belișul, Someșul Rece, Râșca Mare, collects the waters of rivers on the eastern slopes of the Apuseni Mountains, through tributaries Nadășul, Chintău, Borşa, Luna, Lujerdiul, drains the waters of the left versant developed in Someşan Plateau, and through its tributaries Valea Sărată, Gădălinul, Fizeşul, Unguraşul (Bandul) gathers the waters of the north-western part of Transylvania Plane. The length of the river network in the Someşul Mic basin was valued at 1921.69 km. (Buta,1967)” 
”Due to its geographical position, Someş basin lies in moderately temperate climate sector, but it is often subject to Atlantic influences, often with ingress of maritime polar air, especially in winter, and the influences of North Mediterranean cyclone activity, with ingress of hot air in the summer. Most part of the Someşul basin is in the hill area, which is characterized by a more pronounced continental climate compared to the mountain areas, especially as regards the thermal regime.
Being located in the Northwest of the country, the most part of the year, Cluj is subject to the atmospheric circulation from West and North-West. In the mountain area, the predominant direction of the winds is North-West. The highest values of the wind speed are frequent from North-West, frequent breezes being flagged in the summer on Someșul Mic River Valley” (Ujvari, 1972).  (quoted from ”Comunități de diatomee bentonice din Someșul Mic (sectorul Someșul Rece –Apahida)” - Mihaela Hrisa Florescu)
2.1.2 The river bed within the city: relevant typologies / sectors 
The river enters the territory of Cluj-Napoca, through the West, from Rezervația de apă (a system of springs that provide much of Cluj Napoca’s drinking water, located on a wide area within the civil protection system) situated in the territory of the neighboring township, Florești. The river enters Cluj past the swimming pool (identifiable on Google Maps/Earth as ”Sun”) and gets out in the eastern part of the locality past Avram Iancu International Airport, entering the territory of Apahida township.
The river thalweg is located on the lowermost erosion level of the entire valley which has levels shifted in the vertical section with approximately 7 meters level difference. The platform on which the town is developed is on the penultimate step of erosion. Because of the variation in water flow (between 5 and 65 cm/sec), due to the collection of water from the mountain area, the river can have sudden level fluctuations, also due to the hydropower system built upstream. This unstable behavior generated in time the need to protect the banks in terms of operational safety and flood prevention.  Along its city route, the river banks are accompanied by various such solutions. (see cross-profiles)
Along this route, the city relates to the river in various ways, which resulted in specific configurations of the bank and of the land meeting the water. On the other hand, some similarities in the typology of contact between the river and the city allowed the identification of five major sections on the river route within the built-up area. These will continue to be used as a tool for brief description of the present character of the river route within the built-up area and easier identification of the various milestones. This sectioning was made to facilitate the General description of the river in this competition brief. The sections are marked on the Explanatory Situation Plan enclosed (PSE), which includes all nominal landmarks used in the description.
Section 1 starts with the entrance of the river in the territory of the municipality and extends up to the Elisabeth Bridge. On this route, the river crosses a modern residential area approaching downstream to the entrance in the dense weaving of the historical city. The banks have a predominant character of broad, open meadow, the water course changing here and there the cross section. At the entrance in the city, the banks are hydro-technically equipped with a low protective concrete wall, followed by concrete packing. On the left bank, on the ridge of this bank slope, there is a wide, undeveloped pedestrian promenade. This promenade descends on a small bank slope to the sidewalk of street Paul Ioan. The right bank has the same profile, the ridge being included in the territory of the swimming pool. Both banks offer the possibility of pedestrian under passage of the bridge of Bd. 1 Decembrie 1918 and extend the promenade to the pedestrian bridge downstream, identified on PSE as ”Pasarela de la GAT”. 
The improvement of the river channel for the next area was done in the last decades of the XXth century. The river is bordered by banks with protection walls made of concrete, whose ridge has pedestrian traffic accompanying the water course, here and there having stairs for access to the water mirror. This traffic is protected with a railing of metal pipe. From this traffic bank slopes paved with perforated concrete packings for grassing climb up.
From the bridge on Garibaldi Street up to the bridge near Napoca Hotel, the bank section is modified, the river being required to have a constant width to allow the placement of portal-type power-line towers. On this section, the protective walls are high, and the bank slopes that go up from the ridge of the wall to the street are planted with trees. Throughout the entire part, the built area is withdrawn from the water bank, the river being accompanied on both sides by main vehicle traffic arteries, which ensure the connection of Grigorescu district with the center of the town, on the left bank, and Mănăștur district, on the right one. 
The left bank goes through a modern urban area set up, to the bridge that extends the street Garibaldi, by the socialist districts of the 7th  -9th decades of the 20th century, and then, between Garibaldi Bridge and the Bridge near Hotel Napoca it crosses an area with isolated individual houses, with a height regime of maximum P+2.
The right bank crosses a landscape and leisure area, bounding by vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle traffic the north limit of Rozelor and Iuliu Hațieganu Parks (from West to East). Downstream Hațieganu Park, the right bank is adjacent to ”Horea Demian” Sports Hall and the Olympic swimming pool. After it exceeds Garibaldi Bridge, the neighborhood is made up of the platform of Polyvalent Hall and Cluj Arena Stadium. Downstream, there is  Simion Bărnuțiu Park to Elisabeth Bridge. Throughout this section, the valley of the river is open, the water mirror being accessible both visually and by alleys getting down to the water made within the hydro-technical facilities. The banks look like a meadow planted with trees and shrubs. 
Section 2 consists of the area between Elizabeth Bridge upstream to the limit of Feroviarilor Park.  On this part, the river crosses the dense urban area of the historical center of the city, keeping this constant profile up to the Bridge in Piața Abator. Here, the protection wall is higher, on long distances being even the foundation element of the buildings that have open windows straight to the water. Thus, the river loses the direct accessibility on large parts, but has a picturesque image specific to an European burg. The diversity of wall surface treatments, the windows openings, colors and textures offer a specific glamorous mark.
In this section, the urban network consists mostly of buildings in poor state of preservation, being part of the Housing Fund of the Municipality, and being populated by residents with limited financial resources. Buildings with historical value and newly built buildings, some impressive and representative (Hungarian Opera Theater, Faculty of Electronics, Commercial Bank, Casa Tranzit, Transilvania Bank, Fashion House, etc. share their territory with plots occupied by buildings with 1 floor whose value is questionable. The river enters a tight corridor, compressed between these relatively dense house fronts. Some areas of this network are undergoing transformation by replacing them with new ensembles. 
Section 3 starts at the under passage of the railway bridge downstream Feroviarilor Park and stretches to the bridge near ”Carbochim” factory, which links Porțelanului Street with Alexandru Sahia Street. On this part of the river, the road territory widens, on the left side of the river being accompanied by Traian Street upstream, then, after coming out of the railway bridge to enter the territory of Armătura Park. 
The right bank neighbors the land of the former Ababor and then the Feroviarilor Park, up to the pedestrian bridge, then, when it gets out from the railway bridge, it neighbors the fence of Carbochim factory up to the bridge. On this portion, the left side is occupied by a small park which is subject to detail arrangement in this contest. Downstream, Nadăș beck enters Someș, creating a picturesque area. Further, the bank extends to Nădăşel Street forming a wide and unstructured urban area. The right bank is occupied by Carbochim factory and it is used for a traffic route in the present PUG.  
Section 4  extends from the Carbochim bridge to the bridge next to Tetarom IV Complex.  On this section, the left bank crosses old periphery districts of the city (Bulgaria, Iris). These presented a specific periphery habitation, households with agricultural land for family use, livestock breeding, etc. In time, vast territories in this suburb of the city were partially converted into spaces with industrial utility, warehouses, etc. Currently, individual housing areas built on own plot alternate with areas occupied by industrial buildings converted into warehouses or sublet partially to trading companies, as well as areas wit vast properties with undetermined destination. In this area, the vegetation of the banks is rich. Moreover, starting at Armatura Park, the river shows a charming character and wild ambiance. The bridge that restricts this section downstream connects with the Someșeni district and Industrial Park Tetarom IV.
The entire urban network crossed by the river in this section is represented by the former industrial platform which was developed through the overlapping the periphery districts of the old city where one may find islands occupied by households with garden lost in the predominant post industrial landscape. The river crosses a vast territory occupied by elements specific to the industrial development. Halls of different size, industrial railroads, concrete stations, storage platforms, machinery parks, green fields, some of them inert while others with temporary functions (storage of scrap iron, small repair shops, miscellaneous, etc.). The whole area was in a state of inertia once the industrial activity decreased nearly to extinct. In the vast premises of great plants, the main activity retreated in several halls, the rest being shabby or divided by subletting to other small institutions that have workshops, warehouses or offices. 
The regeneration potential of this area is a grand one. As in many other cities that experienced this type of postindustrial functional transformation, Cluj had to reconsider the way in which this inert city network can support its sustainable development. 
The riverbed is constituted an identity element; it crosses this area offering a construction axis of the future assembly of public areas and of new investments of any kind.
The riverbed is bounded by a short wall of protection and a bank slope with concrete packings. 
Section 5 extends from the bridge next to the Tetarom IV Complex up to the exit of the river from the built-up area near the Airport. On this section, both the residential districts and the industrial areas cease to accompany the river course. The vegetation of the banks dissipates severely, their bank slopes having from here eastward only sporadic vegetation, grass and here and there bushes. On both banks, the river is bordered by a wide grassland, sparsely planted. Someșul Mic crosses through this section up to the Avram Iancu Airport, section which was the subject of a regulation project completed in the current decade. A wide river bend was cut by a wide hydro-technical development (according to annex). The character of the land adjacent to the river corridor is sparsely urbanized, the river crossing a grassland made of parcels more or less used for agriculture. The banks of the river are protected by bank slopes of reinforced concrete packings.
NOTE This section division is not compulsory. The participants in the competition are free to propose their own division, argued with specific typologies.   
2.1.3. Areas to be detailed - Areas intended for architectural and urban intervention in the near future 
Throughout this built-up area of the River Someș banks, some parts are the property of the Municipality, areas where, in the immediate future, it intends to implement the resulting ideas to revalue the river within the city.   
These bank areas are identified in the Explanatory Situation Plan called ”Lunca Someșului Mic” and ”Parcul Armatura”, being marked as such on the Explanatory Situation Plan. For these two specific areas, the competitors are invited to present detailed intervention solutions, as it is to be the subject of a design contract for execution, subsequently to the winning of the contest.   
Area 1.  ”Lunca Someșului Mic”  / ”Meadow of Someșul Mic” 
The study area called as such is marked in the Explanatory Situation Plan, as  is presented in the attached documentation, Topographical Plan. In the West, it is bordered by the entry of the river in the territory of the Municipality, at North, by the alignment of the Street Ioan Paul and then Bd. 1 Decembrie 1918, at East by the bridge on Horea Street, at South by Splaiul Independentei, and from Elisabeth Bridge, downstream of the north limit of the buildings and properties on Gheorghe Barițiu Street. This area has a study surface area of 96 000 sq.m.
Its detailed description can be found in section 2.1.2. The property regime, plot plan, etc. are marked in the topographic documentation. All plots registered with Land Register numbers are not the property of the municipality.
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Area 2 ”Parcul Armătura” / ”Armătura Park” 
The park area, which is bordered by Oașului Street at West, Nădășel Street at North and Carbochim Factory at East, is also owned by the city, according to the enclosed documentation - Topographical Plan, endorsed by OCPI.
The area of Oașului Park to which the northern bank surface of Nadăș river is added (opposite to the park) = 34 000 sqm .
The right bank of Someșul Mic River, opposite the park = 10 000 sq.m.
The banks of Someşul River downstream the confluence of Someșul River with Nadăș River, up to the bridge at Carbochim = 7800 sq.m. .
In total, the surface of area 2 ”Parcul Armătura” totals up to 51 800 sqm .
The cumulated surface of the areas that are the subject of the detailed study is 147 800 sqm.
Its detailed description can be found in section 2.1.2. The property regime, plot plan, etc. are marked in the topographic documentation. All plots registered with Land Register numbers are not the property of the municipality.
2.2 APPROACH AND CONTENT: General architectural and planning requirements
The solutions proposed must pursue the capitalization of the potential that the presence of Someşul Mic River brings to the city: conceptual remodeling of the river and its water front; highlighting the ecological landscape value of the river in parallel with proposing new means for using its water and banks; strengthening the relationship between this natural axis of the city and the urban areas that it crosses, development of specific functions of the proximity to the water, and with the adjacent networks; identifying an adequate aesthetic for the design of the various types of banks.
Given the expectations of this competition — namely the selection based on quality of the most promising solution for the short-term and long-term development of the city in relation to the river — the competitors are invited to elaborate their solutions in the following terms:
1/ to propose an overall concept, sustainable and harmonious from all points of view, able to provide a perspective of long-term development for the entire urban riverbed, concept that would provide the basis for the preparation of PIDU for Someșul Mic River (area as defined in paragraph 2.1.2.) 
2/ to detail this concept in order to implement an project of intervention /development in the near future on the lands that are owned by the municipality, i.e. Area 1 ”Lunca Someșului Mic”  and  Area 2 ”Parcul Armătura” (areas defined in section 2.1.3, marked on the Explanatory Situation plan and according to the topographical documentation enclosed)
This way, the solutions for RETHINKING SOMEȘUL MIC will necessarily cover all levels of problematics and steps of conception and detailing, and of representation (from general to detail), and the approaches and their substantiation and explanation will be adapted to the objectives aiming the implementation that follow the contest.
2.2.1 The overall vision — Concept for the Integrated Plan for the Development of the Banks of Someşul Mic River (PIDU Someșul Mic)
Cluj-Napoca Municipality needs such a PIDU-Someșul Mic project meant to make use of the PUG regulations in force and to study the potential of evolution of the present condition and the proper strategy of development on medium and long term, in order to provide both the city and the river with a future coherent, consistent and sustainable development.
Competitors are invited to articulate their views / ideas for the future of Someşul Mic in relation to the city by means of a well-argued concept, as support for the preparation of the PIDU-Someșul Mic and the future regulations.  
The Integrated Urban Development Plan (PIDU) is a strategic tool that aims to study the potential of an area (“Urban Action Area”) and the formulation of a coherent and consistent development direction on medium and long term. At the same time, the PIDU makes the connection between the “Urban Action Area” under focus and the development plans of the territory within the municipality and on metropolitan scale. 
The “Urban Action Area” that will be the subject of this PIDU is the corridor of Someșul Mic River within the municipality of Cluj-Napoca, including the river-banks and the adjacent lands on the banks, both public and private, which are affected directly or indirectly by the proximity of the river.
Following the contest, the winner will be awarded a design contract to elaborate the PIDU-Someșul Mic. 
According to the contract, the designer will prepare the documentation necessary for accessing European funds and for future planning regulations.
Considering the complexity of the project, the winner will have to take into account all existing data together with the results of the complex researches on urbanism, environment, geography, landscape, flora and fauna, sociology, anthropology, real estate, etc. 
Details concerning the winner of the competition’s tasks within the project could be found in the Contract draft in the Competition Rules.
NOTE: The documentation shall comply with the Romanian Law (HG 907/29.11.2016) with concern to the phases and the regulatory requirements addressing the technical-economic framework of the objectives / investment projects financed with public funds. The documentations shall be complete and checked for every necessary requirement.

When reflecting upon the concept, the competitors have to take into account that the urban regulations of the current PUG — identified in the City Planning Certificate enclosed — the requirements set out by the administrators of the water course (Apele Române / Romanian Waters, attached), etc. represent the starting data for the elaboration of new solutions, which the competitors are invited to study (along with the morphology and bio-geographical character of the river and other data characterizing the current size of River in the city's profile). 
These regulations, requirements and constraints refer to and administrate the present situation, without a perspective that would specifically target the functional and aesthetic improvement of the relationships with the river, its banks and its neighborhoods. 
Therefore, these represent only the starting point from which the competitors will develop their own views, whose of sustainability will be argued by the proposed concept.
Outside the areas belonging to the Municipality and which are intended for the drawing up of the Intervention project (see 2.2.2), we present to the participants to the competition a few areas whose specificity is relevant within a long-term perspective:
1. The area downstream the Sun swimming pool – the competitors will study the opportunity of a pedestrian and bicycle cat walk, facilitating the connection between the two banks, a connection that would allow pedestrians and bicycles to cross the river, in the continuation of the pedestrian alley of the neighbourhood. They are invited to study of the whole area (including the lands that do not belong to the municipality in order to develop a broad area).
2. The area of Grigorescu beach and its connection to Iuliu Hațieganu Park and the platform of the ”Horea Demian” Sports Hall . The north of the main E-W alley of the park is completely unused. The competitors are invited to study the advisability of connecting the two banks and to discuss the entire area (according to the Explanatory Situation Plan enclosed).
3. The analysis of the specific configuration of the banks of the river along Tineretului Street. As this area is very long, about 2 km, and has a constant profile, the competitors are asked to present in the competition only the specific part that could be further repeated. One will take into account the advisability of using Gavril Muzicescu Street for pedestrians only, as currently it is very little used. 
4. The opportunity of re-placing an old cat walk in the old location of the ” Germans’ Bridge”. During the period of the Habsburg Empire, atop Cetățuia Hill, a Vauban fortress was built, where the Austrian garrison that oversaw the city was located. In case that a rapid intervention was needed, the troops went down the slope and crossed the river on a covered cat walk (see the photo in the annex). This was disposed of in the 19th century. The place where this cat walk got on the right bank is now occupied by the base of an electric pole, but the street in connection with Gheorghe Barițiu Street is still there. On the adjacent field, Casa Tranzit, one of the main cultural centers of the city, is located. By the reuse of this nameless street by pedestrians, and the reconstruction of the former bridge, Cetățuia Hill would have a new direct connection with the historical center. 
5. The square near the former Astoria Hotel, the right bank of Dragalina Street. In this area, the river bank widens and its level is lower than Dragalina Street. This is where the old mill was located. Presently, the quite offering thus created, is liable to be integrated in the public spaces of the bank. Also, from this bank, one can access the green area created in the river bed.  
6. The right bank that accompanies the land of the former Abator (Slaughterhouse), specified in the PUG as suitable for motor traffic. The competitors are invited to consider the opportunity of using the bank of this part widening its use for pedestrians and bicycles.
7. Transilvanian Sports Complex Area. The competitors are invited to study the opportunity of broadening the leisure functionality of the park, possibly including the specified area in the Explanatory Situation Plan (PES).
Within the overall concept, the participants are invited to propose, with solid arguments, solutions of specific bank sections on the parts that present significant continuity. 
NOTE: all areas and all names used above are marked on the Explanatory Situation Plan (PES) enclosed. For the areas and objectives that do not have a proper or updated name, we used names according to Google Maps / Earth or identifications through the abutment wit notoriety objectives. 
Developments of the minor bed
Because of the risk of sudden water flow increases, the Romanian National Water Administration, Water Basin Unit Someș - Tisa recommends the avoidance of the developments within the limits of the minor river bed. These are optional and can be planned for long-term, provided the competitors demonstrate through hydro-technical arguments that they are built to resist high water velocities (over 3.5 m/s) and exposure to the solids brought by the water (trunks of trees, icefloes, etc.), and that these do not affect the minimum section of the river and the water flow required in case of flooding. Even in this scenario, these schemes should be accompanied by demonstrations of specialty concerning the hydraulic model used.

The difference between the levels of entrance and of exit of the river Someșul Mic in and from the city is about 8 meters. This difference is successively managed by hydrotechnical means (successive steps).   
2.2.2. The project of intervention/development on the lands which are owned by the municipality, i.e. area 1 ”Lunca Someșului Mic” and area 2 ”Parcul Armătura”
In order to demonstrate the coherence of view and the professional ability to put into practice the overall concept, the competitors are invited to propose solutions for the application of the principles that stayed at the bases of the concept at the scale of punctual design interventions. These designs will be the subject of a design contract the contest.  
Following this design contract the necessary regulatory phases shall be undergone (PUZ, PUD, etc.) as well as the design phases (SF, DTAC, PT), in order to complete these in an execution project (PE) and effective implementation. (see Annex 2 - Regulation)
The specific functions, the architectural developments and the character that the competitors will propose for these areas rely upon the particular overall concept of each solution. Depending on the solution, the competitors will present details of the characteristic atmosphere, of the urban equipments provided, the urban furniture, pavements, etc. 
In addition, the development of the banks and the improvement of the direct access to water, consistent with the functional arrangement and the ambiance proposed for these areas, shall be reflected in proposals/solutions for specific cross sections. 
It is expected that the solutions deal with the urban fabric to the extent that it is reasonable, arguable and sustainable (thus defining in depth the Urban Action Zones); at the same time, the proposals could deal with the underground of the areas studied for new infrastructures, which should value in an innovative manner the river, its water and the proximity of its course.
2.2.3 Design principles 
The competitors are invited to consider the following principles for the approach of the subject: 
· To seek balance / harmony between the urban fabric and the city life and the particular nature of the river, between built and open areas, between mineral, vegetal and aquatic spaces, etc. 
· To seek the integration of the public space created along the banks in the urban network of public and/or landscape spaces of the city, or to propose such networks using the still unused areas at their true potential.
In this respect, it is important to find the connections with other objectives (landscapes and/or of other nature), as well as solutions for opening physical, visual or symbolic corridors between the river and these objectives or among these by means of the river as mediator.
· To encourage diversity and the mix of the arrangements and uses, with due regard to the river’s ecosystem and seeking full compatibility among functions.
The functions that the competitor is invited to identify must encourage the citizens to see the river as a friend that can provide varied satisfactions: aesthetic contemplation, promenade, playing, practicing sports, cultural leisure, etc.). These functions are called to animate the river fronts, invaluable urban territories and, for the moment, not used with sufficient success. Depending on the solution, one can propose landscape facilities, pedestrian and bicycle promenades, with outdoor furniture, channels, beaches, and aqua-park equipment, equipment for sports, cultural events (arenas, scenes, etc.), food areas, organization of exhibitions and concerts, performances, etc. 
· To consider the need of the urban community to benefit from flexible spaces to house temporary specific activities (performances, exhibitions, events, temporary installations, etc.).
· To take into consideration the fact that the river-banks are a continuous public area on its entire course. The river bank should not be a series of isolated functional destinations, but to invite at a journey that should connect specific destinations.
· To pursue maximum accessibility for all categories of residents and tourists. 
· To seek compatibility between the landscape character open to contemplation and the “consumption of nature”.
· To encourage through the solution the private initiative and the public-private partnership, while retaining the unique character of the landscape and ecological heritage of the ecosystem that is the river.  
· To favor openness to the private investment and to create the conditions of a harmonious framework for public-private partnership. 
· To encourage the presence in the public space of the river of those activities that would serve the specific needs of the community/neighborhoods, in order to ensure its use all day long and in all seasons. 
(organization of art or food exhibitions - producer market, hand made market, etc., meeting places, picnic, etc.)
· To express care for the preservation and maintenance of current natural element, for the economy in the use of built spaces and in the maintenance of all public spaces.
This requirement is expressed by parameters such as: optimum use of all existing natural and artificial resources, good choice of materials, technical solutions and equipment (sturdy, durable, easy to maintain and replace), easy access to the technical installations. 
· The proposed materials and technical solutions must be sustainable and in agreement with their location, space, function and technological possibilities.
· The participants will have to propose sustainable design solutions and oriented to the future, able to ensure maximum cost-efficiency and architectural quality, with a balanced consumption of energy and resources.
· Both for the solutions with immediate applicability, and for future solutions, the dynamics of the urban body should be considered. 
The proposed solutions must be sustainable in this regard too; they must demonstrate the ability to adapt and reshape on medium and long term, the fact that the solution chosen will not seal the river’s territory in a fixed format, lacking in flexibility, in case the vectors of the city development will change over time.
NOTE The rules to be complied with are those laid down in the EU legislation and integrated into the Romanian one. They are not listed in the theme, the knowledge and compliance with the laws being the responsibility of the competitors. 
Recommendation for the formation of the participant teams 
Considering the complexity of the competition and the future responsibility, it is recommended that for the elaboration of the solutions to coagulate multi-disciplinary teams, to be able to generate proposals for complex urban developments, which should not be reduce only to formal “aesthetisation” or simple “re-functionalisation” of the river, but to demonstrate that the design solution may transform the city and the metropolitan area through this intervention.
2. PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS

3.1 Drawings 
The projects will be presented on 3 plates, 841x1189 mm format (A0), white paper, landscape layout, no back strips on rigid support. 
These plates shall include the following parts:
Plate 1: Presentation of the overall concept 
A general integral plan with the full explanation of the conceptual elements which form the basis of the future integrated development plan of the banks of the Someșul Mic river and all relations provided to be established in the studied area, proximities and city in general. Details of the types of sections and arrangements of the banks and identification of the specific elements, such as accesses at the water level or in its proximity, bridges, catwalks, cantilevered elements, parapets, etc. 

Plate 2: Urban design of the area 2 (Amătura Park) and additional developments of the overall concept  

Plate 3: Architectural and urban development of the area 1 (Lunca Someșului) plans, simulations, schemes, sketches, drawings, scenarios, 

Plates 2 and 3 shall comprise:
· highlighting of the area design concept
(structural, volumetric, aesthetic - functional sketches /drawings, perspectives, etc.);
· plans and sections on the competitors’ choice - suggestive to support the proposed solution;
· representative external perspective;
· detail perspectives - on the choice of competitors;
NOTE: 
· all drawn pieces may be represented by any graphic means 2d and 3d.
· the explanatory text (as clear and concise as possible) that supports the concept should be integrated into the three plates.
3.2 Written parts – cost estimate
Each project will include a design cost estimate (according to the template provided in annex 2) and an investment cost estimate for the two areas proposed for detailing.
The estimate will have the values expressed in RON (using the rate of exchange of BNR on release date on SEAP). The design cost estimate will be part of the negotiation for the conclusion of the design contract with the winner of the competition. 
The estimates shall not exceed the maximum ceiling value estimated for the investment, according to the ”Estimate of investment and design costs” - Annex 2.
4. AWARD CRITERIA
The maximum score is 100 points
A. ACHIEVEMENT OF THE FUNCTIONAL - URBAN AND ARCHITECTURAL DEMANDS - 50% of the final evaluation (maximum 50 points) 
Assesses on a scale from 1 to 50 the compliance with the minimal requirements provided for in the contest brief. 
Is calculated via arithmetic average of the points awarded by the jury for the following aspects:

A1  -maximum 20 points
Functional- urban logic and rationale of the general concept
Consideration will be given to: 
· connection with the city - maximum 10 points
· proposed functions - maximum 10 points
A2  -maximum 10 points
Functional - urban logic and rationale of the concept for the areas proposed for implementation
Consideration will be given to: 
· proposed functions - maximum 5 points
· detailing solutions - maximum 5 points 
A3  -maximum 5 points
The manner in which the solution relates functionally and aesthetically with the built environment
A4  -maximum 5 points
The manner in which the solution relates functionally and aesthetically with the natural environment
A5  -maximum 5 points
Design delivery timeline (points awarded in the negotiation phase)
A6  -maximum 5 points
Design fee (points awarded in the negotiation phase)
B. ADDED ARCHITECTURAL - ARTISTIC VALUE OF THE PROPOSED INTERVENTION - 50% of the final evaluation (maximum 50 points)
Assessed on a scale from 1 to 50 the architectural and artistic value of the proposed solution.
Is calculated via arithmetic average of the points awarded by the jury for the following aspects:
B1  -maximum 10 points
The degree of novelty and plastic expressiveness added to the functional and volumetric development in order to increase the attractiveness of the area
B2  -maximum 10 points
General and specific benefits for the city created by the new architectural landscape intervention
B3  -maximum 10 points 
The balance achieved between the various studied areas and the connection between them. 
B4  -maximum 10 points 
Feasibility and sustainability of the proposal for the reactivation of the inert areas 
B5  -maximum 20 points 
The quality and clarity of ideas that illustrate the competitor’s ability to implement the proposed project. 
Calculation algorithm for point A - minimal requirements
A= A 1+ A 2+ A 3 + A 4 + A 5 + A6 = 50 points
Calculation algorithm for point B - added value 
B= B 1+ B 2+ B 3 + B 4 + B 5  = 50 points
Calculation algorithm for point the final evaluation (maximum 100 points possible)
A+B= 50 +50 = 100 maxim
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